Weed Information Sheet: E RED HEAD &kgice)

wild grape Vitis riparia

AKA: riverbank grape, frost grape, Vitis vulpina Vitaceae (Grape family)
|dentification:

Abundant Perennial vine Height:vine to  Width: Leaf Arrangement: alternate

Flower: Green, Cream Blooms: |ate spring to Early summer  Fruit: Dark blue  Fall Color:

There are four species of wild grape native to Wisconsin. The most common by far is riverbank grape (Vitis

riparia), sometimes just called wild grape. It is a woody vine that rambles over shrubs and fencerows and can even
climb into the tree canopy. Occasionally you will find summer grape (V.

aestivalis). This species has a more variable leaf shape, with the underside of leaves being strongly whitened. Note
that if you find a very aggressive grape-like woody vine, in may in-fact be porcelain berry, a new invasive species that
must be aggressively eliminated.
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Description & Impact:

Grapes certainly have value in the natural community. Their small, greenish-yellow flowers are very attractive to
small bees. Their berries are a popular treat for songbirds, game birds and many mammals, including human foragers.
Over 20 species of moth caterpillars feed on wild grape including the fascinating sphinx moths as do other insects,
such as impressive grapevine beetle. These insects are then food for larger animals, making grapes an important
cornerstone in the foundation of the ecosystem.

This woody vines can become aggressive at times, especially in degraded woodlands, savannas and shrublands.
In pre-settlement times, regular wildfires would have kept these species in check. In the absence of fire the vines can
grow massive in size, smothering shrubs and ground layer vegetation, and even climbing into the tree canopy, shading
out and harming their host trees. The thick vines also make it difficult to clear brush and sometimes even just move
through natural areas.

Control Methods:

Organic: Simply cutting the stem near the ground will kill the sprawling upper vines. Make sure they haven’t re-
rooted if they meet the ground elsewhere. They will resprout from the root, but cutting alone may be sufficient to
suppress their impact, especially if prescribed fire will be used for further ecological management.

Chemical: We typically treat the cut stumps of aggressive individuals with concentrated mixture of herbicide such as
glyphosate (Round-Up®, etc.) or an oil-based solution of triclopyr (Garlon® 4, Brush-B-Gone®) to prevent resprouts.

Always read herbicide labels carefully before use and apply according to the instruction on the product label.

Citations:

Updated: 10/7/2026
|

© 2026 Frank Hassler www.redheadeco.com



