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)’e”OW archa ngel Lamiastrum galeobdolon

AKA: Lamium galeobdolon Lamiaceae (Mint family)
|dentification:

Uncommon Perennial forb Height: 12” Width: oo Leaf Arrangement: opposite

Flower: Yellow Blooms: |ate spring to Early summer  Fruit: ovular Fall Color: Green

This species is usually seen in its variegated form as large monocultures of plants covering the ground. The
textured leaves are arranged oppositely on the stem, and are hairy and coarsely toothed. Being a member of the mint
family it has stems that are square in cross section. The flowers are small, yellow and tubular with stalks reaching up to
12’ tall. The specific epithet “galeobdolon” translates to “with the stench of a weasel”. This likely refers to the strong
odor released when the vegetation is crushed.

Yellow archangel can often be confused with its close cousins the deadnettles, though these species have pink or
purple flowers. Deadnettles are also invasive weeds, so land managers need not make a distinction.
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yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon

Habitat:

Escapes from gardens into neighboring woodlands and old homesteads in
wooded areas.

Description & Impact:

Yellow archangel is a fast growing perennial ground cover. A member of the mint family, this species can grow in a
wide range of conditions from full sun to full shade. The variegated form of this species is a popular ornamental plant in
yards. When it escapes residential plantings it forms dense patches in woodlands, quickly out-competing natives.
Yellow archangel spreads both by underground root and by seed.

Control Methods:

Manual: Digging is effective for small populations (of a few square yards), since plants pull up easily in moist soil.
Care should be taken to remove all of the root mass and runners. If the plants are flowering or developing seeds they
should be bagged and disposed of in the trash to prevent seed dispersal. Smothering or sheet mulching may be
another option, if the entire colony can be covered at the same time.

Mechanical: For populations that are too large for hand pulling, using a weed whip to obliterate the plants late in
their flowering period will reduce seed production, though they will resprout.

Chemical: | would recommend that, if possible, herbicides be sprayed in late fall after most native species have
gone dormant or in early spring before native species have become active again. The temperature should be above 45
degrees, and there should not be rain in the forecast for at least 12 hours after treatment. Otherwise, herbicide can be
used on large monocultures in the growing season, with great care taken where the yellow archangel colony intermixes
with more desirable plants.

A foliar application of glyphosate (Roundup®, ect.) herbicide is somewhat effective, but multiple applications will
likely be needed. Herbicides containing triclopyr such as Garlon® 4,Garlon® 3A (for wetland areas) is more effective,
and reduces the risk of damage to neighboring grasses. The best results will be achieved by combining glyphosate and
a second active ingredient like triclopyr, imazapyr (Polaris®, ect.) or aminopyralid (Milestone®) in a single formulation.

Always read herbicide labels carefully before use, and apply according to the instruction on the product label.

Prescribed Fire: Due to their shallow root system, yellow archangel are intolerant of fire, so repeated prescribed
burns or flame weeding can reduce the density of this species. Prescribed burns and the clearing of invasive brush and
aggressive trees invigorate our native plants which allows them to better compete with the yellow archangel.

Citations: https://your.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/weeds/Brochures/Yellow_Archangel_FactSheet.pdf
—— https://lyour.kingcounty.gov/dnrp/library/water-and-land/weeds/BMPs/yellow-archangel-control.pdf
https://pnwhandbooks.org/weed/problem-weeds/archangel-yellow-lamiastrum-galeobdolon
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